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GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

The Sunday of the Resurrection 
The Fourth Day of April  in the year of our Lord 2021 

 

The Reverend Earl P. Trygar Sr., Presider 
 

Welcome to Grace Episcopal Church.  The mission of Grace Episcopal Church is to proclaim Jesus Christ as our 
Savior.  We are dedicated to growing the Kingdom of God by actively living out our Baptismal Covenant.  Through 
God’s grace we are committed to welcoming all, nurturing each other, building loving relationships with friends and 

strangers alike, and being renewed through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

 
 

All who are able please stand and sing as the liturgical ministers enter  
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
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THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Presider Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
 
Presider Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  

People Amen 
 

 
THE GLORIA 

 
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen 

 
 
 

THE COLLECT FOR EASTER SUNDAY 
Presider   The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
 
Presider  O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, 

and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so 
to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE LESSONS 
 

The people sit. 
THE HEBREW BIBLE 

Acts 10.24-43  Coray Mitchell, Lector 
 
The Easter reading from Acts gives a selection from Peter’s missionary speech to Cornelius, a Gentle centurion, and 
his household. The conversion of Cornelius marks an important turning point in the understanding of God as 
impartial and consequently the outreach of the Church to Gentiles. Peter’s sermon summarizes the basic preaching 
of the early Church. God anointed Jesus as Messiah “with the Holy Spirit and power” for a ministry of “doing good 
and healing”. God’s saving action in Jesus is supported by apostolic witness and scriptural proof, issuing in a call to 
conversion. Along with the apostles, all those who celebrate the Eucharist on Easter Day are witnesses to Jesus’s 
resurrection. 
 
Lector   A reading from the book of Acts. 
 

Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: "I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You 
know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. 
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all 
that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God 
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen 
by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us 
to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the 
dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name." 
 
Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

 
All read in unison 

 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24   Confitemini Domino / Give thanks to the Lord 

 
1  Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; * 

his mercy endures for ever. 
 
2  Let Israel now proclaim, * 

"His mercy endures for ever." 
 

14  The LORD is my strength and my song, * 
and he has become my salvation. 

 
15  There is a sound of exultation and victory * 

in the tents of the righteous: 
 
16  "The right hand of the LORD has triumphed! * 

the right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
the right hand of the LORD has triumphed!" 

 
17  I shall not die, but live, * 

and declare the works of the LORD. 
 
18  The LORD has punished me sorely, * 

but he did not hand me over to death. 



4 
 

19  Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
I will enter them; 
I will offer thanks to the LORD. 

 
20 "This is the gate of the LORD; * 

he who is righteous may enter." 
 
21  I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 

and have become my salvation. 
 
22  The same stone which the builders rejected * 

has become the chief cornerstone. 
 
23 This is the LORD's doing, * 

and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 
24  On this day the LORD has acted; * 

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

 
THE EPISTLE 

1 Corinthians 15.1-11,   Coray Mitchell,Lector 
 
In preparation for the next topic of discussion, the resurrection of the dead, Paul reminds the Corinthians of their 
common ground of belief. By quoting a traditional formulation of the essential proclamation about Christ, he 
recalls the basic creedal statements he taught them. In general, the statement “in accordance with the scriptures” 
expresses the conviction that these events took place according to God’s purpose. It was, however, the lived 
experience of the early Christians, not merely the evidence of the Hebrew Bible, that shaped their belief. 
               

Lector   A reading from the first book of Corinthians.    
 

I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in 
turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly 
to the message that I proclaimed to you--unless you have come to believe in vain. For I handed on 
to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, 
though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one 
untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his 
grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them--though 
it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim 
and so you have come to believe. 
Lector    The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL 
John 20.1-18 

The Reverend Earl P. Trygar Sr., Gospeler 
 
Today’s reading describes the experience of the discovery of the empty tomb and the different responses of the 
disciples and the appearance of the Risen Christ to Mary Magdalene. Her first instinct is to tell Peter and the others. 
The simple fact of the empty tomb does not produce faith for Mary or for Peter. The evangelist recognizes that they 
did not, as yet, understand the meaning of scripture about the resurrection of the dead, Only the beloved disciple, 
who is the model Christian disciple for John and his community, “saw and believed”. Mary Peter and the other 
disciples had to depend on the appearance of Jesus or a report of his appearance to trigger and confirm their 
belief. 
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Gospeler   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out 
and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 
reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he 
did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, 
also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. But Mary stood weeping 
outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in 
white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 
They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my 
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and 
saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why 
are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 
“Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 
Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 
Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. 
But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God 
and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and 
she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 

Gospeler   The Gospel of the Lord.  
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

Please be seated. 
THE SERMON  

The Reverend Earl P. Trygar Sr. 
 

THE NICENE CREED   Read in unison 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit  
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again 
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in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Robin Yedlock, Leader 

 

Leader On this day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad as we pray to the God who 
raised Jesus from the dead, saying: Alleluia! Hear our prayer. 

 
Leader  For the Church, especially for Michael our Presiding Bishop Kevin our bishop and Earl our 

interim rector, that we may be signs of Christ’s light for all who have lived in darkness, of 
hope for all who know pain and suffering, and of love for all who have been rejected.  

People Alleluia! Hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  For this parish family, even though separated by social-distancing, that we may be strong 

in faith, confident in hope, and abounding with love for God and neighbor.  
People Alleluia! Hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  For all the human family, that God will keep safe all who are still vulnerable to the 

disease, restore to health those who are ill, and give strength and energy to those who 
serve and treat them.  

People Alleluia! Hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  For all those in positions of public trust and leadership, those who protect and serve our 

communities, and all those administering the vaccine, that God will strengthen them with 
wisdom and patience.  

People Alleluia! Hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  For all who are confined to their homes, and for those who cannot be with family and 

loved ones, for those who suffer in body, mind or spirit, remembering especially Ted, 
Helen, Duane, James, Art, Bill, and all those from your submitted thanksgivings and 
intercessions (pause) that as they hear the Good News of the Resurrection, they may be 
bound together in love.  

People Alleluia! Hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  For all those who have died especially Justin, Thomas, Sheila, Al, Lena, Paul, John, Susan 

that they may live forever with Christ in the glory of the resurrection.  
People Alleluia! Hear our prayer. 
 
Leader Lifting our voices with all creation, with Mary the God-bearer and all the saints who have 

borne witness to the Risen Christ, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God 
through Christ.  

People Alleluia! To you, O Risen Lord, we give praise and glory. 
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Presider Blessed are you, O Holy God, who destroyed death and brought life and immortality to 
light, hear the prayers we offer in the hope of eternal glory, and grant that we who have 
received new life in baptism may live forever in the joy of the resurrection. Glory to you, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and always and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Please Stand 
 

THE PEACE 
Presider    The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People    And also with you. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Please remember the financial needs of the church are ongoing. You may send in your offerings to 
Grace Episcopal Church, 30 Butler Street, Kingston Pa 18704. 

 
THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

 
 

MUSIC AT THE OFFERTORY 
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!    Bedford 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   Eucharistic Prayer B 
 

 
Presider   The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Presider   Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
The Presider continues 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins he was lifted high upon the 
cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; and, by his suffering and death, he became the 
source of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him. Therefore we praise you, joining our 
voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
Presider and People 

THE SANCTUS 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

The people remain standing. 
The Presider continues 

 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; 
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in 
the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the 
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Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and 
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin 
into righteousness, out of death into life. On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took 
the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O 
Father, 
 

 
Presider and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

 

The Presider continues 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these 
gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us 
to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of 
our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,   
thy kingdom come,   
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,   
but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
A period of silence is kept. 

 

 
THE FRACTION 

 
Presider   Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us: 
People   Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia 

 
 

THE MINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Please stand. All say 
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A PRAYER OF SAINT ALPHONSUS – AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
  

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.   I love you above all things, and I 
desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at 
least spiritually into my heart.  I embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to 
you.  Never permit me to be separated from you.  Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN207 
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THE EASTER FLOWERS ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND  
 

In Loving memory of our Grandson, Justin Skoniecki      by Don and Marlene OginI 

In loving memory of The Reverend Thomas and Sheila Ferris  by Robin and Joseph Yedlock  

In loving memory of Justin David Skoniecki, Al, Lena,     by Jim and Helen Youells Sr. 
Paul Kobusky, Sheldon and John Youells, Susan Gryziec 

 
    

 
 

SOME EASTER CUSTOMS 
 
The Great Fifty Days begins with Easter Day and concludes on the Day of Pentecost. The seven weeks 
that span the time between Jesus’ resurrection and the sending of the Spirit are sometimes called “a 
week of weeks.” Historically this was also the time when all the mysteries of the Christian faith were 
revealed to the newly baptized. During this time the lectionary texts help us explore the mysteries of 
faith expressed in sacrament, word, and life lived for others. 
 
Alleluia (from the Hebrew Halleluya for “praise God”) is restored to the liturgy and is used frequently 
as a superlative expression of triumph, thanksgiving and joy. 
 
The Paschal Candle symbolizing the light of the Risen Christ and burns at all services 
through the Day of Pentecost. 


