
GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The Fourth Sunday of Easter
The Twenty Fifth Day of April  in the year of our Lord 2021

The Reverend Earl P. Trygar Sr., Presider

Welcome to Grace Episcopal Church.  The mission of Grace Episcopal Church is to proclaim Jesus Christ as our
Savior.  We are dedicated to growing the Kingdom of God by actively living out our Baptismal Covenant. Through
God’s grace we are committed to welcoming all, nurturing each other, building loving relationships with friends and

strangers alike, and being renewed through the power of  the Holy Spirit.

All who are able please stand as the liturgical ministers enter

MUSIC VOLUNTARY

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION

Presider Alleluia.  Christ is risen.
People The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia.

Presider Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid;
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.

People Amen

THE GLORIA
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THE COLLECT FOR FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Presider The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider Let us pray.

Presider O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice
we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the
Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS

The people sit.
THE FIRST READING

Acts 4.5-12 Jerry Stone, Lector

According to Luke, the arrest of Peter and John is instigated by the Sadducees. The Sadducees held only to the written law,
rejected the oral tradition followed by the Pharisees and did not believe in the resurrection of the dead. The Pharisees taught
a future general resurrection, but Peter and John proclaim resurrection as a present and life-giving reality in Jesus.

Lector A reading from the book of Acts.
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The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and
Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they had made the prisoners stand in their
midst, they inquired, "By what power or by what name did you do this?" Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit,
said to them, "Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to
someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all
the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is `the stone that was rejected by
you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.' There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other
name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved."

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

All read in unison

Psalm 23 Dominus regit me / The Lord is my Shepherd

1 The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.

3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

THE EPISTLE
1 John 3.16-24 Jerry Stone, Lector

These verses discuss the mark of a Christian’s life – love. This love is the proof that Christians have passed from death to
life. Refusal to love one another is tantamount to murder. True love for one another is manifested in action, modeled upon the
experience of Jesus’s love for us. It is shown as self-sacrifice at the heroic level and in the daily exercise of generosity.
Deeds, not devout protestations or guilty feelings, will reveal our true standing before God, who knows us better than we
know ourselves.

Lector A reading from the first book of John.

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us-- and we ought to lay down our lives for one another.
How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods and sees a brother or sister in need and
yet refuses help? Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this we will
know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts condemn us; for
God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have
boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and
do what pleases him.
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And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one
another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in
them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

THE HOLY GOSPEL
John 10.11-18

The Reverend Earl P. Trygar Sr., Gospeler

In Hebrew scripture, God is called the Shepherd of Israel, as is David or the Davidic Messiah. Today’s gospel develops the
figure of the shepherd of the sheep. Jesus is “the good shepherd”. The word good might be better rendered as “model”.
Jesus is the model shepherd, both because of his willingness to lay down his life and because of his intimate knowledge of
his flock. The intimacy between the shepherd and his flock parallels that between the Father and the Son. The purpose of
this mutual knowledge is to bring Jesus’s followers, both the flock of Israel and the Gentile flocks, into union with him and with
one another.

Gospeler The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is
not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and
the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the
sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know
the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father
loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my
own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from
my Father.”

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
The Reverend Earl P. Trygar Sr.

All stand
THE NICENE CREED Read in unison

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Jerry Stone, Lector

Leader Let us pray for the needs of all God’s children in the name of Jesus the Good Shepherd, saying:
Alleluia! Lord, hear our prayer.

For the Church, especially for Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Kevin our bishop, and Earl our interim
rector, that we may give bold witness to Jesus the source of life and salvation.

People Alleluia! Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader For Mary Catherine Cole, and Tyler J. Parry, newly ordained deacons, that they may model in word
and deed the love and compassion of the Good Shepherd in the service of God’s people.

People Alleluia! Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader For this parish family, that we who are known by Christ, may gladly welcome into this flock all who will
listen to the Lord’s voice.

People Alleluia! Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader For all who are searching, that they may encounter life and wholeness, and so find the shepherd who
searches and cares for them.

People Alleluia! Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader For this nation, as we come to terms with our history of unequal justice, that together we may find the
way to walk in a new path of justice and healing.

People Alleluia! Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader For police in our cities and communities, that they may be kept safe and always use their authority for
the good of all.

People Alleluia! Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader For all those in need of our prayers, remembering especially Judy, Ted, Helen, Duane, James, Art,
Bill, and all those from your submitted thanksgivings and intercessions (pause), that they may be
strengthened by the goodness and mercy of the Good Shepherd.

People Alleluia! Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader For those who have died, remembering especially Kathy, that they may dwell in the house of the Lord
for ever.

People Alleluia! Lord, hear our prayer.
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Leader Lifting our voices with all creation, with Mary, the God-bearer, Mark, the Evangelist, and all the saints
who have borne witness to the Risen Christ, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God
through Christ.

People Alleluia! To you, O Lord, we give praise and glory.

Presider God of loving care, you spread before us the table of life, hear our prayers, give us the cup of
salvation to drink and keep us always in the fold of your divine love, that goodness and mercy may
follow us all the days of our life. Glory to you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and always and unto
the ages of ages. Amen.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
Please Stand

THE PEACE
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please remember the financial needs of the church are ongoing. You may send in your offerings to Grace
Episcopal Church, 30 Butler Street, Kingston Pa 18704.

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE

MUSIC AT THE OFFERTORY
Song of the Shepherd Nolan

THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer B

Presider The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Presider continues

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By
his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore, we
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever say
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Presider and People
THE SANCTUS

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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The people remain standing.
The Presider continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On the night
before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Presider and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Presider continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation,
this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that
we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
A period of silence is kept.

THE FRACTION

Presider Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us:
People Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia

THE MINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT
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Please stand. All say
A PRAYER OF SAINT ALPHONSUS – AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.   I love you above all things, and I desire to
receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into
my heart.  I embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you.  Never permit me to be
separated from you.  Amen.

THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

MUSIC VOLUNTARY

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in
loving Honor of Kathy Corey by Bruce Gowe and James Pasquale.

Farewell and Thanks to Fr. Earl Trygar

8



The people of Grace Church would like to express our warmest thanks to Fr. Earl for serving as our Interim

Rector these many months. None of us could have expected that the coronavirus would last over a year, and

that your time here would face the incredible obstacle of being physically distanced from us.

Despite this challenge, your warm good nature and concern for all of us shone through each week. Your

genuine preaching and presence made us feel like a community even when there was none! It’s hard to

believe, but despite the trials of this year we have become a closer church thanks to you. Thank you deeply for

the gift of your ministry and friendship.  We hope you will be a friend to Grace in the future!
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