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GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

The Second Sunday of Easter 
The Eleventh Day of April  in the year of our Lord 2021 

 

The Reverend Earl P. Trygar Sr., Presider 
 

Welcome to Grace Episcopal Church.  The mission of Grace Episcopal Church is to proclaim Jesus Christ as our 
Savior.  We are dedicated to growing the Kingdom of God by actively living out our Baptismal Covenant.  Through 
God’s grace we are committed to welcoming all, nurturing each other, building loving relationships with friends and 

strangers alike, and being renewed through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

 
 

All who are able please stand as the liturgical ministers enter  
 

MUSIC VOLUNTARY 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Presider Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
 
Presider Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  

People Amen 
 

 
THE GLORIA 
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THE COLLECT FOR SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Presider   The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
 

Presider  Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant 
of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body 
may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE LESSONS 

 

The people sit. 
THE HEBREW BIBLE 

Acts 4.32-35  Cecilia Hebda, Lector 
 
In today’s passage, Luke summarizes the life of the early Church in Jerusalem. Two descriptions of the believers’ 
common life are given: complete community of goods and distribution to the needy, fulfilling the promise of 
Deuteronomy. The sharing of goods practiced by the Jerusalem church does not seem to have been repeated 
elsewhere. Although the care of the needy was always a feature of Christian communities, the important issue was 
not a particular economic principle, but the expression of the community’s unity in love. The believers had one 
source and center of life, and were one in outwardly visible lifestyle. 



3 
 

Lector   A reading from the book of Acts. 
 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private 
ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With great power the 
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 
There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and 
brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each 
as any had need. 
 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

 
All read in unison 

 

Psalm 133   Ecce, quam bonum! / Look how good 
 

1  Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 
when brethren live together in unity! 

 

2 It is like fine oil upon the head * 
that runs down upon the beard, 

 

3  Upon the beard of Aaron, * 
and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 

 

4  It is like the dew of Hermon * 
that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

 

5  For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: * 
life for evermore. 

 
 

THE EPISTLE 
1 John 1.1-2.2   Cecilia Hebda, Lector 

 
The purpose of the message here is the attainment of “fellowship,” oneness with Christ and other believers, in the 
face of threatened division. One divisive question was that of post-baptismal sin. The writer states that Christian 
believers are still sinful by nature and in act. Nonetheless, Jesus is our advocate, the one who speaks for us. 
               

Lector   A reading from the first book of John.    
 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our 
eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life-- this life 
was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with 
the Father and was revealed to us-- we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you 
also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son 
Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. This is the message we 
have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 
If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do 
what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will 
forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we 
make him a liar, and his word is not in us. My little children, I am writing these things to you so 
that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of 
the whole world. 
 

Lector    The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL 
John 20.19-31 

The Reverend Earl P. Trygar Sr., Gospeler 
 
John’s account of the first appearance of the risen Lord shows that Jesus has returned, bringing peace and joy. He 
shows his wounds to establish that the crucified Jesus and the risen Christ are one and the same. As he has 
promised, he then gives the disciples a mission and breathes upon them the Holy Spirit. Thomas personifies the 
elements of doubt that arise regarding the Resurrection. He expressed his disbelief in exactly the way Jesus had 
decried, Yet, without touching the Lord, he can still be brought to penetrate the meaning behind the marvel and to 
make a full affirmation of Christian faith. He consummates the sequence of titles given to Jesus by giving him the 
ultimate one of God. Jesus’s blessing in response to him answers the problem of believers ever since the 
eyewitnesses dies.  
      
Gospeler   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
"Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they 
are retained." But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I 
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe." A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be 
with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand 
and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 
Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe." Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his 
name. 
 
Gospeler   The Gospel of the Lord.  
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE SERMON  
The Reverend Earl P. Trygar Sr. 

 
All stand 

THE NICENE CREED   Read in unison 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  
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For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit  
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Cecilia Hebda, Leader 

 

Leader Gathered as believers who are one in heart and soul, let us pray through Jesus the Son of 
God, gloriously risen from the dead, saying: Alleluia! Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For the Church, especially for Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Kevin, our bishop, and Earl our 
interim rector, that through the gift of the Spirit, we may recognize God’s presence with us.  

People   Alleluia! Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader  For this parish family, that we who have not seen the Risen Lord, and yet have come to 
believe, may be blessed in sharing the peace, and forgiveness we have received.  

People  Alleluia! Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader  For all who are wounded in any way, that we may see Christ in the wounds of those around 
us, and be instruments of healing and peace in their lives.  

People  Alleluia! Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader  For the gift of peace, that Christ’s gift may abide with us, and sustain us, through all the 
challenges of life.  

People  Alleluia! Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Leader  For all those in need, especially those who suffer violence, are recovering from natural 
disasters, or lack resources for daily living, that the Risen Christ will visit them with healing, 
power, and new hope.  

People  Alleluia! Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader  For those in need of our prayers, remembering especially Ted, Helen, Duane, James, Art, Bill, 
and all those from your submitted thanksgivings and intercessions (pause) that the Spirit 
will renew in them the gift of life.  

People  Alleluia! Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  For those who have died, that they may now rejoice and be glad in fellowship with the Risen 

Christ.  
People  Alleluia! Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Leader  Lifting our voices with all creation, with Mary, the God-bearer, and all those who have borne 
witness to the Risen Christ, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through 
Christ.  

People  Alleluia! To you, O Lord, we give praise and glory. 
 
Presider Blessed are you, O Lord our God, who gives us the Easter word of peace through Jesus 

Christ. Hear the prayers, which we offer in the hope of glory, and breath upon us with your 
Holy Spirit. Glory to you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and always and unto the ages of 
ages. Amen. 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Please Stand 
 

THE PEACE 
Presider    The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People    And also with you. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Please remember the financial needs of the church are ongoing. You may send in your offerings to 
Grace Episcopal Church, 30 Butler Street, Kingston Pa 18704. 

 
THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

 
MUSIC AT THE OFFERTORY 

Christ the Lord is risen again!   Christ ist erstanden, melody from Geistliche Lieder, 1533 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   Eucharistic Prayer B 
 

 
Presider   The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Presider   Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
The Presider continues 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins he was lifted high upon the 
cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; and, by his suffering and death, he became the 
source of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him. Therefore we praise you, joining our 
voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
Presider and People 

THE SANCTUS 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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The people remain standing. 
The Presider continues 

 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; 
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in 
the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and 
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin 
into righteousness, out of death into life. On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took 
the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O 
Father, 
 

 
Presider and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

 

The Presider continues 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these 
gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us 
to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of 
our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,   
thy kingdom come,   
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,   
but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
A period of silence is kept. 

 

THE FRACTION 
 
Presider   Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us: 
People   Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia 
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THE MINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT 

 
Please stand. All say 

A PRAYER OF SAINT ALPHONSUS – AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
  

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.   I love you above all things, and I 
desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at 
least spiritually into my heart.  I embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to 
you.  Never permit me to be separated from you.  Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 

MUSIC VOLUNTARY 
 


